With this understanding News Network has launched
the project tled, ‘Rural Media Development for
Promong Democracy and Human Rights in
Bangladesh’, supported by The United Naons
Democracy Fund ( UNDEF). In Bangladesh where
journalists and media workers, especially in rural
districts, lack in proper knowledge and applicaon of
democrac values, this project is relevant and a
mely iniave. It is aiming to enhance knowledge
and capacity of rural journalists and CSO/NGO
acvists in greater understanding and applicaon of
issues related to democracy and promoon of
human rights of the cizens.
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For a naon to live with dignity and honour, it is
important to uphold democracy and human rights.
Bangladesh constuon also endorses these
principles. But the country sll has to go a long way
in the establishment of democracy and ensuring
human rights enshrined in the constuon.
We believe muldimensional iniaves are
necessary for strengthening democrac values and
principles.
Media has an important role to play to make a
society truly democrac and respecul to human
rights. In democracy, media is considered the fourth
branch (fourth estate) of the government. It plays
this role by monitoring the policies and acvies of
the government, government leaders and policians.
It ensures people’s access to informaon so they can
make informed choice, an essenal ingredient of
democracy.

Launched in December 2014, the project will
connue for next two years. It will cover 12 districts
of the country. It has number of acvies and most
of those are focused on rural areas, where people
are less aware of their rights. Violence and violaon
of human rights issues are reportedly higher in rural
areas than in urban society.
The project’s overall goal: Improve respect for
democracy and human rights in Bangladesh society.
Objecves: To improve the media and civil society
organisaons’ ability in rural areas to report on
democracy and human rights issues and thereby
raising public awareness of their rights.
Project strategy: It has been observed that most of
the journalists working in remote districts and
sub-districts have inadequate understanding and
skills to write quality reports. CSO acvists and staﬀ
oﬃcials also suﬀer a lack of proper understanding
and capacity in informaon gathering and sharing,
campaign and advocacy on these issues. So, many

serious incidents of human rights viola�on o�en go
unreported.
To overcome these challenges the project aims at
implemen�ng the following ini�a�ves:
Training and sensi�zing rural journalists on
democracy and human rights issues.
The ac�vity seeks to improve the rural journalists’
professional skills and adequate knowledge about
democracy and human rights and their viola�on. It is
expected that their reports will help raise general
public awareness and opinion.
Commissioning items to train journalists

Network events for editors of local media houses:

Repor�ng compe��ons for trained journalists
Media training for CSO staﬀ: Local CSOs have limited
capacity to report and provide an analysis of the
human rights situa�on. Their understanding of the
values of democracy and human rights is limited. The
project strategy is to develop their skills to be�er
report, conduct case studies, inves�ga�ons and
prepare press releases, circulars, campaign materials
and templates. It will also build their exper�se to
share informa�on with journalists and social media.
Network building among trained journalists and
CSOs: Interac�ve mee�ngs will be organized among
the trained journalists and CSO oﬃcials and workers
in each project district to improve informa�on
sharing and coopera�on among these groups
working to defend democracy and human rights
issues.

local media houses.
human rights: The News Network will develop a
website to publish the issues related to the project
and provide materials to a wider audience.

Bangladesh become more aware about their basic

The programme is supported by

